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STRUCTURAL NOTES ON THE ERECHTHEUM 



The following notes on the Ereehtheum are in continuation 
of the article on the Metopon in this Journal, XII, 1908, 
pp. 184-197. There the form of the wall at the southwest cor- 
ner was shown to the height of the epistyle, but the details of the 
epistyle itself were considered only tentatively. It is now pro- 
posed to reconstruct the epistyle at this corner and to discuss 
certain items in the building account of 408/7 B.C., which 
help to confirm this reconstruction. 

Figure 1 shows in light lines the plan of the epikranitis 
course and of the capitals of the four columns on the western 
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riGURE 1. — Soffit op Epistyle at the West End. 

wall ; the heavy lines represent the soffit of the epistyle at the 
west end of the building. Except for the two blocks next to 
the southwest corner, the epistyle was of the width which is 
normal for this course in the building — about two Attic f eet.^ 
That the south end of the corner epistyle block was of the form 
indicated in the drawing is shown by two dowel holes in the 
upper surface of the corner block of the epikranitis upon which 
the epistyle block rested. The northern end of this epistyle 

1 The -word /oo« in this article denotes the Attic foot = 0.328 m. 
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292 B. H. HILL 

block, we may safely assume, followed the lines of the capital 
beneath it, and had the normal width. Similarly, the epistyle 
block next to the corner on the south side had the shape indi- 
cated in Figure 1, for we are certainly justified in assuming 
that its form would have followed the lines of the metopon. 
Otherwise the capital of the metopon would have appeared as 
an awkward and meaningless projection from the wall. Apart 
from the special features in this corner of the temple, there 
is no reason to suppose that the epistyle showed any irregu- 
larities in its general design ; it undoubtedly ran around the 
entire wall of the western part of the temple, which formed 
one great room some 30 feet high. The cross-wall running 
north and south which divided this room reached only as high 
as the bases of the columns on the western wall and had no 
connection whatever with the epistyle.-' 

The accounts of expenditures upon the temple for the year 
408/7 B.C. show that money was paid out for the decoration of 
the interior epistyle, and the question naturally arises to what 
portion of the epistyle reference is made, whether to that 
already spoken of in the western part of the building or to the 
epistyle of the Eastern Cella. The words of the inscription 
are as follows : 

408/7 B.C., Sixth Prytany 

Michaelis, Arx, App. Epig. 28 a, Col. I, 11. 4-24 and 42-50 

Lines 4-24 : 

T^v I 6po<l>rjv KaruxTaxTiv. rr/v Kafi7r|°wA.i;v o-cXiSa «s eSpav kcu. Ta.|s aXXai 
iirayayovcriv eis €8pa|i' iKaoT-qv, MaviSi k.tJ^. . . . 

iKpiia/xara KaOeXovcriv to. | ^"airo Ttov kioviov tu>v iv rrj 7rp|ooTa(r«, e^ 
avhpainv, T«i)k|pos, k.t.X. . . . 

IkjqI(i)| aacri tois ivKavrais ck rot) | ivroi vtto Trjv opcxftrjv, Mavi|8i k.t.X. 

Translation : 

For laying the ceiling. For setting in place the bent beam and the 
other main beams, to Manis, etc. (names of workmen and sums paid). 

For taking down the scaffolding from the columns in the porch, 
to six men, Teukros, etc. 

For putting up a scaffolding for the painters in encaustic in the 
interior beneath the ceiling, to Manis, etc. 

^ The restoration of this wall in Jahn-Michaelis, Pausaniae Descript. Arc. 
Ath., is incorrect. 
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Liues 42-50 : 

ivK\avT<ui. TO kv/jAtiov fVKtav\Ti to iirl tiS iinaTvXito t\ <S evTos, irevTO- 
/SoA.oi' Tov 7ro|8a €Ka(TTOv, (jLiaOtoTtji ALOvv\a6S<opos c/t MeAxrg oik<Sv, | iyyvrp'rji 
'EpaKXtiSrji '0^$i\v : AAA : KecjydXaiov iyxavTati | : '"AAA : 

Translation : 

To painters in encaustic. For painting the moulding on the inner 
epistyle, at 5 obols a foot, contractor Dionysodoros living in Melite, 
surety Herakleides of Oa, 30 drachmae. Sum total of payments to 
painters in encaustic, 30 drachmae. 

408/7 B.C., Eighth Prytany 
Michaelis, Arx, App. Epig. 28 c, Col. II, 11. 12-22 

'EvKavTrj, TO KVfji,a,ri\ov ivKfavTi to ciri T(a iin\tTTv\l.m t<S cvtos, irtvTO- 
/SoP^Aoi' TOV iroSa €Ka(TTOv, TroSas | iKwrov SeKaTpeii, fuxTOoyry | iTjOOo-aireSo/icv 
■Kpoi <S Trp6\Tipov «x*' AtovtKToSoipa) ip, I McA-iTj; oIkovvti, cyyt)ijT^|*s 'Epa- 
KXiChtfi 'Orjdev, AAAAl" I" 1 1" I" I. Kcc^Xatov ivKavTy AA|AA|- 1- |- 1- 1. 

Translation : 

To a painter in encaustic, for painting the moulding on the inner 
epistyle, at 6 obols a foot, 113 feet, to the contractor, Dionysodoros 
living in Melite, we gave in addition to what he had received before, 
Herakleides of Oa being surety, 44 drachmae, 1 obol. Sum total of 
payments to the painter in encaustic, 44 drachmae, 1 obol. 

The references of the inscription are to wooden construction 
and, inasmuch as the ceiling of the Eastern Cella was built in 
the preceding year (Frickenhaus, A.J. A. X, 1906, p. 15), the 
hpo^ri referred to in line 4 of the first passage must denote 
the wooden ceiling of the western room.^ Presumably it is 
the same opo^ri which is referred to again below (1. 23). From 
lines 42 £f. we learn that encaustic painters, for whom a staging 
had been erected (11. 21 f.), decorated the moulding on the 
epistyle. This encaustic work was paid for (1. 45) at 5 obols 
per foot, and the sum paid is 30 drachmae. One might there- 
fore infer that precisely 36 feet had been painted. Now in the 
entry of the eighth prytany (1. 16) 113 feet are specified, 
which at the rate of |- of a drachma per foot would amount to 
94 drachmae and 1 obol, while the sum actually paid is 44 
drachmae and 1 obol. It would therefore seem that 50 drachmae 

1 The ceilings of the porches were of marble construction. 
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must already have been paid in the sixth and seventh prytanies. 
In the sixth prytany we know that 30 drachmae were paid, 
and it is reasonable to infer that the balance of 20 drachmae 
was paid in the seventh prytany, the account for which has been 
lost. Thus the payments of the sixth and seventh prytanies 
were unquestionably advances on account, and the omission in 
the accounts of the sixth prytany to specify the number of feet 
painted is therefore perfectly natural. The payment in the 
eighth prytany is undoubtedly final and indicates the comple- 
tion of the work, and the length of 113 feet is the entire length 
of epistyle painted under the contract. 

It has been implied above that these items in the accounts 
have reference to work in the western room of the building, and 
this is confirmed by the fact that the length of the epistyle in 
the East Cella was 105 feet (not 113), for that room is 30 feet 
wide and 22| feet deep. 

The next point to determine is whether the length of 113 
feet can be brought into harmony with the dimensions of the 
western room. This room is 33 feet long, east to west, and 
30 feet wide. This would give an epistyle 126 feet in length, 
if the epistyle were regular, and the irregularities of structure 
in the southwest corner, which have been described above, 
would increase this length by about 5 feet (see Fig. 1). How 
then is this discrepancy to be reconciled ? 

In this corner there was a platform which had the width of 
the niche, and which was only about 11 feet below the epistyle. 
The latter could therefore easily have been reached by a painter 
from a ladder or low staging set upon the platform. No fixed 
scaffolding would have been necessary here as it was in the 
rest of the room, which was 30 feet high. To this high scaf- 
folding reference is made in the inscription at line 21, and 
the material for it is probably referred to in line 14, where the 
removal of the scaffolding from the North Porch (TrpoWatrt?) 
is spoken of. It is therefore reasonable to believe that the 
account under consideration covered only the work done from 
the scaffolding. That done from the platform may have been 
done in some earlier prytany of which we have no account. If 
now we assume that this platform extended toward the north 
as far as the first column of the west fa§ade (see Fig. 3), the 
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portion of the epistyle to be painted from the high scaffold 
would have been 117 feet.^ This measurement, however, is 
still 4 feet greater than that called for by the inscription 




FiocEE 2. — Ceiling op Western Chamber, Restored. 

(113 feet), but there is a way in which this discrepancy may 
be explained. 

In the inscription (lines 5-6) there is mention of a Ka/nrvXr) 



1 West side .... 
North side . . . 
East side . . . . 
South side . . . 
East side of metopon 



2-5 feet 
33 feet 
30 feet 
28 feet 
Ifoot 

117 feet. Of. Fig. 1. 
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creXk. 2eXi? is the regular term for a ceiling beam, and 
KafiirvXrj must mean that this particular beam, which is care- 
fully distinguished from the ordinary ones by the words of the 
inscription, deviated in its form from a straight line. Mr. G. 
P. Stevens has made the highly probable suggestion that a 
beam which might thus be described ran across the building 
from north to south (see Fig. 2). The bent effect would 
have been produced by the addition of struts at the walls, 
which, indeed, the greatness of the span really calls for, and, as 
a matter of fact, Mr. Stevens found evidence in the south wall 
that a bracket to support such a strut once existed. ^ The 
north wall at the corresponding point is too much damaged to 
yield any evidence. This KafiirvXt] creXC<;, which, together with 
the epistyle, carried the beams of the ceiling (these ran east 
and west), was of course at the same height as the epistyle, 
and this latter would therefoi-e have been interrupted (see 
Figs. 2 and 3) where the ends of the beam were inserted. The 
evidence for the bracket gives the approximate width of the 
beam as 2 feet, and so in reckoning the extent of the painted 
moulding on the epistyle we must deduct 2 feet on the north 
side, and 2 feet on the south. We thus get 113 feet, the length 
which the accounts call for. We obtain, furthermore, confirma- 
tion for Mr. Stevens's theory of the Ka/MTrvXr) aeXk and for the 
conclusions of the article on the Metopon. 

The probable appearance of the "bent beam"' is shown in 
Figure 3, a restoration of the southwest corner of the building. 
This drawing illustrates also the other peculiar features which 
were discussed in the previous article, — the open intercolum- 
niation, the platform below the niche, the metopon or pilaster 
which terminated the niche to the east, and the treatment of the 

1 111 the sixth course from the top is a stone, the third from the metopon, 
which shows anathyrosis, implying that another block about 2 feet wide abutted 
against it. This was held in place by H clamps, the cutting for one of which 
is preserved. Directly above this in the fifth course the face of the wall is 
cut back slightly for the insertion of the strut. It is a curious fact that the 
long beam under discussion was not directly over the cross-wall mentioned on 
page 292, but was one foot farther west. The peculiar position of this beam was 
almost certainly due to the arrangement of the ceiling coHers, a matter which 
cannot now be fully discussed. The Roman repairers who built a cross-wall 
which reached to the ceiling placed it in a line with this beam. 
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epistyle at the corner. The restoration of the wooden coffered 
ceiling (shown also in plan in Fig. 2) was worked out after 
these notes were written, and the discussion of the evidence for 




FiGUBE 3. — Reconstruction op Southwest Cokneb, showing Metopon., 
Niche, and "Bent Beam." 

it is reserved for another article which will deal also with the 
ceiling of the East Cella. If the " bent beam " be accepted, 
the arrangement with four main beams running east and west 
(one over each column of the west facade) is the most natural 
one. 

B. H. Hill. 

Athens. 



